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On the evening of Oct. 29, armed forces chief of staff Gen. Adolfo Blandon announced that he is
being reassigned to the position of military attache in France. In an interview with a local television
station, Blandon said that Col. Rene Emilio Ponce, commander of the 3rd Brigade, would replace
him on Nov. 1. Blandon, who acted as chief of staff since Nov. 25, 1983, was expected to resign
at year-end. Some analysts say that his reassignment at this time was evidence of the growing
impatience and power of younger officers. Ponce, 41, is known as a tough combat commander who
reportedly has argued that the war will be won by meeting Salvadorans' basic needs and not by
military means. He has openly criticized President Jose Napoleon Duarte's government for failing
to promote economic development in the areas affected by the war. The colonel was singled out
as an exceptional commander by four US Army lieutenant colonels earlier this year in a Harvard
fellowship analysis of the Salvadoran civil war. Prior to becoming 3rd Brigade commander in July
1987, Ponce was chief of military operations. In 1981-1982, he was a top officer of the Treasury Police.
In this period, the Treasury Police was reportedly a center of death squad activity. Addressing
troops of the Third Brigade based in San Miguel on Oct. 30, Ponce said that "professional soldiers"
are not politicians and promised to respect government decisions in the war against the rebels.
He said, "The new post is a great responsibility, but we are ready to accept it to fight against
communism and to respect political decisions of the government...We have to work very hard in
(our) fight against the Salvadoran people's common enemy and that is terrorism." According to
Ponce, the military's major task is to "face communism that threatens our democratic institutions.
We are ready to defend sovereignty of our country and we will continue to do that." Military sources
told UPI that Col. Mauricio Ernesto Vargas, the current chief of national military operations and a
key military strategist, would replace Ponce as head of the 3rd Brigade. (Basic data from Washington
Post, AP, UPI, 10/31/88)
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